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Iran’s loss, ISIS’ gain
The terror group stands to gain much from the

assassination of Iranian General Soleimani, who was the
face of armed resistance against it in Iraq and Syria

Not very long ago, December 2017 to be precise, the
world was celebrating the defeat of the Islamic State
(ISIS), the deadly face of terror that had compelled the
world powers with differing strategic interests to come
together to defeat it and along with it the idea of a
medieval Islamic Caliphate. The ISIS had succeeded in
recreating it by capturing swathes of territory in Iraq and
Syria, including oil fields, refineries and mine fields of
strategic minerals.

The aura of the ISIS was such that it not only attracted
thousands of jihadists from different parts of the world,
including Europe, but also dared to challenge the might
of the United States (US) by executing and beheading
American citizens. The menace of ISIS grew so fast and
rapidly that the entire world was unanimous in countering
the threat posed by it. Qaseem Soleimani, an Iranian
General, was the face of armed resistance against the
ISIS in Iraq and Syria along with the USA, Russia, Turkey
and its European allies. Soleimani contributed in a big
way in the defeat of the ISIS. The US and Iran,
adversaries in the Middle East, identified a common
enemy in the ISIS and effectively fought together against
it to eliminate the terror group’s de facto state in Iraq
and Syria. However, realpolitik soon overtook the
strategic convergence of interests with Iran and the US
almost at the verge of a war with a renewed Middle
East crisis.

The ongoing US-Iran crisis reached the peak last month
with US President Trump authorising the killing of General
Qaseem Soleimani, the head of Iran’s Islamic
Revolutionary Guard’s elite Quds Force and an American
ally in the fight against ISIS while he was on a visit to
Iraq. This raised the tensions between the US and Iran to
a new level with the future of the US forces in Iraq in the
doldrums.

It also let loose many Shia militias which Soleimani
had carefully raised and groomed to counter and challenge
the ISIS. Their focus all of a sudden shifted from
combatting ISIS to their newly-emerged enemy, the US
assets and troops in the Middle East. Under the threat of
Iranian retaliation, even the focus of Americans and others
has been diverted from the ISIS and other radical Islamist
jihadi terror groups for the time being. If at all there was
a clear winner of the ongoing US-Iran conflict, it was
undoubtedly the terror organisation. It has provided the
ISIS with the much-needed oxygen as well as time and
space to reorganise and regroup.
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MktÃkkËfeÞ

[e™{kt fkuhku™k ðkEh‚™k [u…™e ¾hkƒ y‚h {kºk [e™ …whŒe
{ÞkorËŒ ™Úke. ‚{„ú rðï™k Ëuþku{kt Œu™ku ¼Þ Vu÷kðk ‚kÚku {kuxk «{ký{kt
ÔÞð‚krÞf ™wf‚k™ ÚkR hÌkwt Au. yk ™wf‚k™™e y‚h ¼khŒ suðk
rðfk‚þe÷ Ëuþ W…hktŒ rðfr‚Œ y{urhfk suðk {kuxk Ëuþ™u …ý Úkðk
‚kÚku y™uf ™k™k Ëuþ {kuxwt ™wf‚k™ ¼ku„ðþu. [e™{kt fkuhku™k ðkEh‚™k
[u…Úke nknkfkh {åÞku Au. yíÞkh ‚wÄe{kt ÷„¼„ 34500 ÷kufku™u yk
[u… ÷køÞku Au y™u ÷„¼„ 723 ÷kufku™u [u…™u …„÷u ykðu÷wt {kuŒ ¼h¾e
„Þwt Au. [e™{kt Vu÷kÞu÷ku ¼Þ s„Œ¼h{kt Vu÷kþu yu ™¬e Au. yk [u…
ðirïf [u…™ku hku„[k¤ku yux÷u …ìLzur{f Mðh]…™ku Úkþu Œuðe ®[Œk …ý
W¼e ÚkR Au. ¼khŒ™e ykhkuøÞ {þe™he-Þtºkýk yk fkuhku™k ™k{™k
‚tfx™u hkufðk fu ™kÚkðk y™u yu hku„[k¤ku Vu÷kÞ Œku yu™ku ‚k{™ku fhðk
{kxu ‚ßs ÚkR Au fu fu{ykðk y™uf «§ku fkuhku™k™k fkhýu W¼k ÚkÞk
Au.[e™{kt ÷„¼„ 18 þnuhku y™u …kt[ fhkuz™e ð‚rŒ™u õðkuhLxkE™
fhðk{kt ykðe Au. ¼khŒu yu™k ¼ýfkhk ðk„Œkt{kt s ‚hfkhu Œkífkr÷f
…„÷kt ÷eÄk Au yux÷u yu™ku ¼Þ hk¾ðk™e ykð~ÞõŒk ™Úke, VõŒ ‚k{™ku
fhðk™e ËûkŒk, fkƒur÷ÞŒ, nkurþÞkhe sh]he sýkÞ Au.

nS ‚wÄe ðÕzo nuÕÚk ykì„uo™kEÍuþ™ (zƒÕÞwyu[yku-nq)yu fkuhku™k™u
'ðirïf [u…' Œhefu ½kur»kŒ fÞkuo ™Úke, …ý ¼khŒ-[e™ yu ƒu Ëuþ ðå[u
yh‚…h‚ ðnuðkh Au, ÄtÄk™ku ‚tƒtÄ Au yux÷u yk [u…™u ¼khŒ{kt Ëk¾÷
™ Úkðk Ëuðk {kxu ƒÄe heŒ™k «Þk‚ku ykð~Þf Au y™u yu ÚkE hÌkk™wt
fnuðk{kt ykðu Au. ykðku fkuE ™ðku [u… Ëuþ{kt «ðuþu íÞkhu ‚kiÚke ðÄw
{n¥ð™wt Au Ëuþ{kt Œuðk fu‚ku™u yku¤¾ðk y™u Œu™u y÷„ hk¾e™u Œu™ku
W…[kh fhðku. …wýu™e ™ìþ™÷ ErLMxxÞqx ykìV ðkÞhkì÷kìS r‚ðkÞ ¼khŒ
…k‚u ykðk «fkh™k ™ðk ðkEh‚ ŒÚkk Œu™k [u…™wt r™Ëk™ fhe þfu yuðe
{kuxe Þtºkýk ŒiÞkh ™Úke. ð»ko 2007{kt rÍfk ðkEh‚ ¼khŒ{kt Ëk¾÷
ÚkÞku íÞkhu yu™e òýfkhe ‚hfkhe ykhkuøÞ ÔÞðMÚkkyu Aw…kðe nŒe. Ëuþ{kt
„¼hkx ™ Vu÷kÞ yuðku nuŒw nkuÞ Œku …ý yLÞ Þtºkýk™e ‚ŒfoŒk …h yu™wt
Ëw»…rhýk{ ÚkkÞ Au. yk ðkEh‚™e ‚h¾k{ýe ð»ko 2003™k ‚k‚o
ðkEh‚™k [u… ‚kÚku fhðk{kt ykðu Au, …ý yk yu™k sux÷ku ½kŒfe ™Úke.
skufu, ðÄŒk sŒkt ðirïf ÔÞðnkh, ÄtÄk, fBÞwr™fuþ™ ŒÚkk ò„]rŒfhý™e
yrŒ Íz…™u fkhýu yk¾wt s„Œ 'ø÷kuƒ÷ rð÷us' ƒ™e „Þwt Au yux÷u
[u…Úke ÚkŒk hku„[k¤k rðþu yu{ fne þfkÞ fu, s„Œ™k yuf Auzu hnu÷ku
fkuE …ý ‚t‚„osLÞ fu M…þosLÞ hku„™u s„Œ™k ƒeò ¾qýu …nkut[ðk{kt
ÍkÍku ‚{Þ ÷k„Œku ™Úke. [e™{kt su ðwnk™ þnuh{kt yk hku„[k¤ku þh]
ÚkÞku yu þnuh{kt ÷„¼„ 800 ¼khŒeÞ rðãkÚkeoyku Œƒeƒe Œu{ s
yLÞ rþûký {kxu ð‚ðkx fhu Au. nk÷{kt Œu{™u hò nkuE™u {kuxk¼k„™k
¼khŒeÞ rðãkÚkeoyku …kuŒk™k ðŒ™™k ½hu ykÔÞk Au. yk fkuhku™k ðkEh‚
¼khŒ{kt nknkfkh {[kðe þfu Au yu ðkŒ{kt Úkkuzwt ŒÚÞ nkuðk™wt {k™e ÷uðwt
skuEyu y™u yu™ku ‚k{™ku fhðk™e fkƒur÷ÞŒ {u¤ðe-fu¤ðe ÷uðe skuEyu.
fkuhku™k ðkEh‚™wt hkûk‚e Mðh]… ¼khŒu nS skuÞwt ™Úke yu yuf hknŒ™e
ðkŒ Au.  ¼khŒ{kt yuf ‚{Þu 'yuEzT‚'™ku ¼Þ Q¼ku fhe™u ÷kufku{kt
¼Þk™fŒk™ku ËiíÞ …uËk fhe ËuðkÞku nŒku. yu{kt hõŒ Œ…k‚™khe
«Þku„þk¤kyku Vq÷e-Vk÷e nŒe.

‚kƒËk hnuðwt yu s ykhkuøÞ
ò¤ðýe™e ©uc Œhfeƒ !


